Crop and Livestock Reporting Service Bulletin. S 27

. PART .IV.

The Pattern of Agriculture

Farms: Number and Size

Small 'and medium sized farms ajre characteria'bic of agriculture in Skamanis
County. Awvsrage size of farm 1s 112 acYes and nearly 70 percent of the farms
enumerated- in the last Census of Agriculture were less than 100 aeres each,
Because of mounbainous: and forested tovography, farms are not numerous,
Skamania renks last in'the state in. number of farms with a t.otal of 239 but 1s
twenty-second in the average slze cf farm. ,

Farm. numbers have fluctuated during ‘the period from 1900 to 19511. In 1900
farms numbered 239 and.reached a. peak .of +33L farms. during. World War II, In
1954 there.were again 239 farms, A8'is common -in much of the state, farms are
tending to become fewer but larger, The average farm aize was 91 acres in 1920
gompared with 112 sares im 195L4s A8 & tule, &maller farms are. being consoli-
dated through purchases or leases and tetal land in farms haa shown 4 slight
decreasa during the last 50 years., From a total of 39, 851 acres in 1900, total

area in_ fe.rms decreased to. 26,613 in 195k,

The large number of small farms resulta i'rom earlier la.nd purchase
methods arid .ah interest in part~time farming by industrial. workers, Hany of
the early large land claims have been d:.vided :Lntc smaller holda.nga. ‘
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Table 10,~ Farms, Number and Average Size, lLand in Fams
Skamania County, 1900-1954

Average size .

Total County Percent of
Yoap | Sobal Farms | 0. "gpn famms | OF faTme An o ooty avea -

in the County (acres) 't.hg courrl':y in farms j
Lacres j
1560 239 39,851 166.7 2e7
1510 232 . 25,631 110.5 20k .
1920 28y 255 57 90,7 2.4 .
1925 310 29,283 9ho5 2,7
1930 278 25,073 . 90,2 2,3
1940 331 29,191 88,2 207
1945 30l 29,082 9204 207 -
1950- 240 24,921 10L,3 203
. 1954 239 26,813 | 111,.7 . 2.5 -

-

Types of Farms

Source: U,S,. Gensus_, Agricultui'e

Nearly 77 parcen‘h of the farms in Skamania are mlsoellaneous‘ or unclassw

— e B F.]

d'u,ypeﬂ because of Bha varied nature of ¢

jod

than dairy and poultry, and dairy,

Table 1l,~ Types of Farms, Skamania County, 195l

e
type farms. O'bher specialized farma inc;.ude ruit and mt, livestock other

T M Do o
FOU.LIII'y J.a.rma,

2. .~ | Percent of
Types of Farms “‘“;“’3“ “ 11l farme in
AT | the county
Total farme in cﬁuntyaceco'oooo‘oocco-oqoﬂoo th
ﬁu}d'crﬁp Ldllﬂﬁootooouococootooo.ocunooaoo. G
caSh‘grainooono---qonntv.o.coo.ioon.on-- 0 .
Cther field-crop”............-....nqu 0 .
vegéitable ParMSoa0ssoceasssseserseonansncsas 0
?r‘uﬂt-aﬁd—uut fdl-lllboooaocoooo;oaoa-...oo-coa 20 803
Dail'y faIMSassoeactcsassnnnonratessarsnsonce 5 2,1
Pou:'-try farMBeosencvcoenssssenssensassscosoa 25 : looh
Livestock farms other than dairy and poultry 6 245
Geﬂ#&!‘al .farl'"o"lﬁoogtoono--o-oonccooocnovlooooon G
Primarily CrOPrsrescessnsosncsncannstosoa ¢ -
Primarily livestockeaessaesesnsioscscane Y
CZ'OP and 1iv93t°3k.ons;oco--v.qo?oaoaooo. 0 .
Missellansous and unclassified farmSeeceesss 185 7647 :

Source: U,S, Census, Agriculture

Farm Values

As 18 true in many of the counties in Washington, the value of farm
property has increased greatly since 1900 in Skamania County. In 1954 farm



Crop and

Livestoek Reporting Serwvice Bulletin

29

property totaled $2,948,400, a substantial increase over the 1900 figure of
$L6B,26L. An average farm in 1954 was valued at $12,285 and averaged $120

DPEr acra.
f&Q’tvOI‘Sa

thirty years,

The increase in the value of farm property is the result of saveral

One is the general rise in prices oP real estate and standing timber
throughout western United States,

Value has been added by heavy investment
of labor and capital for land clearing and other improvements in the past

Table 125- Value of Farm Property

Skamania County, 1900-1954

Total Value | County Average Values

Yeap |All Farm Property| Fer Farm a%er Acre

. in County {dollars) | {dollars)
1900 $ 168,26l $ 1,960 | § 12
1910] 1,597,075 6,880 62
1920 | 2,108,741 6,485 12
1930 1,863,136 6,700 Y3
1940 1, 526,41% 4,810 52
1950 1,920,843 8,040 60
.1954 2,948,400 12,285 120

Source: U,5 i

U.5, Census, Agriculiure

Farm Tenure
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farms, Tenanoy {the renting and leasing of entire famms) 1s uncommon; only 18

out of a total of 240 farms were baing operated by tenante in 195h.

Tenancy

hag decreased since 19!;0 when abwt 50 farms were under the tenant aystem.
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The part-sunership type of farm tenure has become more common since .Lyq.uq
This pattern is caused in part by many elderly persons and part=time workers
maintaining ownership of their farms while letting other farmers cperate part
of the land, No farms were reported 111 195h as being mnager operated,
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Figure 9.~ Farms by Temire of Operator, Skamania County, 1954
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. ws o 9 . Table 13ye Farm Tenancy, Number and Percent. of Farms ~ @ "
AP By Tenura of Operator, Skamania County o
D e 109:.10:1.
K Nuinbe:f.' Full Owners Par‘o Owners | _Managers | Tonants
" Yoar I'“arms in mm{:er pex_'cepy nnml_:er percent number | per ce;r_t mamtger_ pe:_‘ce;r} )
ounty | & | oF 811 of | of alll of | of allj of | of all

farmse! farms | farms Ia;‘ms farms! farme | farms! farms
1925} 310 210 | 877 | .30 | 97 21 6.8 L9 | 15,8

1930] 278 205 | 73.7 22 709 3 1,1 | L8 | 17.3
1938| 453 | 339 | 7h.8° | 22+{ -k | "1 W2 91 |20
kot 331 - | 240 |72, | kit [.12.h | 1 03 Lo | 4.8
1945 304 251 | B2,6 .| 25 | B2 | 2 o6 ] 26 8,6
19501 239 212 1 88,7 -} 12. | 5.0 .} -4 b |- 1 5.8
195k | 240 202 | 842 . 20 |.B8.,3 | -0 o | 18 7.5

' -Source: U,S. Cansus, Agriculture
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Sarm raclllivies

In 1954 most fam- in Skamnia chnty were above a general national aver-
age in the use of facilities which save labor and make rural.life easier and

e a P, RS TN ) & o am

mara p.a..aasanu. .cczrmers An this qounﬁy enaoy r&ira.l. 81Lecirlc service pi“ov.l.usu

servica was sligntly belcm gtate averagea in 195lt.e About 92 percentof the
farms ulsed electrwlty, Ths Washington State average vas 97 percent. Only 36 -

G able Ui Specified Facilities and Equipmen-z on Fams )
A, ) Skamania Ceunty, l95h o , .

- el . "

Percen% .of A1l

Facility oxr . .. mnnbe_riaf Farms :Ln Gount,
: Y.
Equipmant Ivem. . Farms Uging . Enu:!.pped ' ,f
T OTephON®eessesserosoescaneces | 86 25,8
- E:Lac'tri(:ityoacooosoqnnoo.oqona . 223— . L 9201 ’
Tﬁle"'iSion setoeaocaoo-cgno-ob N ?5 . . 3102 c »n
"P‘Lped mnni"lg WALOr cecserennes 221 . 92.1 RN
. Huome £reegerscsscsccsscsscsssse 116 i 15833 )
st E.Lectlfic pig brood_er......nu hnad ‘ oo
Power feed grindarooscscossees 20 803
. Milking machine,ssoescncsassns 10 _ Y3
o Gl"ﬂlg 30mbin95aeec=c==c-==a==== e - ) oo
C|)rn pickarseoo.-onooo-ooa..ol Lt e -
P.Lck"up balerB,esccsecncesrane 10 . h&z
' Fleld forage hAIrves5eTBsocssss s 24
Artificial ponds, rsserveirs ._ .
and earth tanksco.u,,."o ]5 6.2 .
MDto“tmckBocoooooee.oanaeo-oo ]1‘41 5808
Tl’actorsnco-ncloc CoveUISDeaBRed , 165 L B 68.8
Aﬂrbmo."‘ilescooo-nooaaaoaaao.aa ) 186 . ?7.5

voo. Source: U8, Censusy, Agriculture - .:
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percent of the Skamania County farms had telephones cempared with a state
average of 7l percent, Television usage was low in 1954 because of topographic
barriers and distance from statitns in the Portland area, Because of the

emall farms, ownership of tractors and powered equipment is not as great as

in the major farm regions of the state, Some farms are lsolated in hilly ter-.
rain and remoteness imposes heavy expenses for electrical and telephons utili-
ties to provide sarvices,

Farmland Utilization

Crops were harvested from only about 10 percent of the land in farms in
195}, An additional 6 percent was in cropland used only for pasture and 4
percent lay idle or in fallow,  Typical of. western Washington farmland utili-
gation, woodlands made up the largest share of the acreage with nearly 39 per-
cent in woodland pasture and 28 percent in woodland, Most of this farm wood-
land was uncleared, remaining in stumplaend, logged-over land or in young
regrowth timber, OSeveral factors have resulted in this pattern of land use,
Clearing cut-over Rorest land is expensive and laboriocus, Many have left such
acreage in hilly areas in stumps and brush as woodland pastures or for timber
and Christmas tree land., Woodland owners are beginning to practice farm
forestry for the harvesting of saw logs, pulpwood, fuelwood and other market-
able forest products,

Total Land in Farma = 26,813 aores %
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Figure 10.= Utilization of Farmland in Skemania County, 195k
Irrigation and Faerilitios

Because of a dry summer climate and the desire to get higher yields of
pasture and feed crops, there has been an increasing imterest in irrigation,



32 . Skanania County, Washingtpn

Upland soils as well as alluvial bottem land soils generally become dry in
-midsummer, There is abundant ground water and stream water avallable, however,
when preper facilitles and equipment are put into use, Between 1949 and 195L
there were nine farms which added irrigation facilities, and 100 additional
acres were irrdgated in Skamania County, -Most. of the new irrigation facilities
are .sprinkler systems used to frrigate pastures. ' C

Table 15,- Irrigated Farms: Number and Acreage

Skamania County, 1949 and 195k - . - -
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s A
Numter of irrigated farmseceesocessnsecans {12 : 10 . '
Land in :’l'rigated fﬂrmsoolﬁa.olo'otooa-;nno” 9h acres | 1’157 acres
Land irrigated 1/cessacessersossnsvosvesss |18 aeres| 118 acres
Irrigated land in farms according to use: : - o

F&.I‘I?!B irrigatihg CrOPBosesercivseasna | L - . 8
i Fams irrigating pasturetoaoouo-!.o.oo' l h
- Acres of crops irrigateleseessesssses | 1 S I T
- Acres of pasture irrigatedsescesieesse {12 - . . {- Tk

l/‘Includas land irrigated by ééhals; ﬁipeé'and uﬁerhead sprinkler systems,
Source: U,S. Census, Agriculture

Farm Residence and Operatien

Skamania”06unty is predominantly a part-time farming reglon., A large
majority of farmers divide their labor betwesn agriculture and off-farm work,
In a forested reglon such as Skamania County, farmers have numerous seagonal
opportunities to work in nearby mills and logging opérations or for the federal
and state forest management services or in construction projents, At some time
during the year 195k about 79 percent of all farm owners or residents earned
vages away from their farme, Over 140 farm operators or 59 percent earned
more lnoome from outside work than they did from sales. of products off thdair
farms, Over 73 percent of the county's 240 farmers worked in nonfarm indusge
tries more than 100 days during the year,

. .



